
Preambles to 50 State Constitutions  
& Puerto Rico 

  
  

Alabama 

We the people of the State of Alabama, invoking the favor and guidance of 
Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following Constitution. 
  
Alaska 

We the people of Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded our nation 
and pioneered this great land, in order to secure and transmit to succeeding 
generations our heritage of political, civil, and religious liberty within the Union of 
States, do ordain and establish this constitution for the State of Alaska. 
  
Arizona 

We the people of the State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for our liberties, 
do ordain this Constitution. 
  
Arkansas 

We, the People of the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for the privilege 
of choosing our own form of government; for our civil and religious liberty; and 
desiring to perpetuate its blessings, and secure the same to ourselves and 
posterity; do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
California 

We, the People of the State of California, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, in order to secure and perpetuate its blessings, do establish this 
Constitution. 
  
Colorado 

We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe, in order to form a more independent and perfect government; 
establish justice; insure tranquility; provide for the common defense; promote 
the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the "State of Colorado." 

  
 



Connecticut 

The People of Connecticut acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence of 
God, in having permitted them to enjoy a free government; do, in order more 
effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties, rights and privileges 
which they have derived from their ancestors; hereby, after a careful 
consideration and revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and 
form of civil government. 
  
Delaware 

Through Divine goodness, all men have by nature the rights of worshiping and 
serving their Creator according to the dictates of their consciences, of enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, of acquiring and protecting reputation and 
property, and in general of obtaining objects suitable to their condition, without 
injury by one to another; and as these rights are essential to their welfare, for due 
exercise thereof, power is inherent in them; and therefore all just authority in the 
institutions of political society is derived from the people, and established with 
their consent, to advance their happiness; and they may for this end, as 
circumstances require, from time to time, alter their Constitution of government. 
  
Florida 

We, the people of the State of Florida, being grateful to Almighty God for our 
constitutional liberty, in order to secure its benefits, perfect our government, 
insure domestic tranquility, maintain public order, and guarantee equal civil and 
political rights to all, do ordain and establish this constitution. 
  
Georgia 

To perpetuate the principles of free government, insure justice to all, preserve 
peace, promote the interest and happiness of the citizen and of the family, and 
transmit to posterity the enjoyment of liberty, we the people of Georgia, relying 
upon the protection and guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution. 
  
Hawaii 
We, the people of Hawaii, grateful for Divine Guidance, and mindful of our 
Hawaiian heritage and uniqueness as an island State, dedicate our efforts to fulfill 
the philosophy decreed by the Hawaii State motto, "Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka 
pono." 



  
We reserve the right to control our destiny, to nurture the integrity of our people 
and culture, and to preserve the quality of life that we desire. 
  
We reaffirm our belief in a government of the people, by the people and for the 
people, and with an understanding and compassionate heart toward all the 
peoples of the earth, do hereby ordain and establish this constitution for the 
State of Hawaii. 
  
Idaho 

We, the people of the state of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to 
secure its blessings and promote our common welfare do establish this 
Constitution. 
  
Illinois 

We, the People of the State of Illinois; grateful to Almighty God for the civil, 
political and religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy and seeking His 
blessing upon our endeavors — in order to provide for the health, safety and 
welfare of the people; maintain a representative and orderly government; 
eliminate poverty and inequality; assure legal, social and economic justice; 
provide opportunity for the fullest development of the individual; insure domestic 
tranquility; provide for the common defense; and secure the blessings of freedom 
and liberty to ourselves and our posterity - do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the State of Illinois. 
  
Indiana 

TO THE END, that justice be established, public order maintained, and liberty 
perpetuated; WE, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to ALMIGHTY GOD 
for the free exercise of the right to choose our own form of government, do 
ordain this Constitution. 
  
Iowa 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the 
blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuance 
of those blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent government, 
by the name of the STATE OF IOWA, the boundaries whereof shall be as follows: 
  



Kansas 

We, the people of Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious 
privileges, in order to insure the full enjoyment of our rights as American citizens, 
do ordain and establish this constitution of the state of Kansas, with the following 
boundaries, to wit: Beginning at a point on the western boundary of the state of 
Missouri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude crosses the same; 
thence running west on said parallel to the twenty-fifth meridian of longitude 
west from Washington; thence north on said meridian to the fortieth parallel of 
north latitude; thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the state 
of Missouri; thence south with the western boundary of said state to the place of 
beginning. 
  
Kentucky 

We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for 
the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the continuance of 
these blessings, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
Louisiana 

We, the people of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political, 
economic, and religious liberties we enjoy, and desiring to protect individual 
rights to life, liberty, and property; afford opportunity for the fullest development 
of the individual; assure equality of rights; promote the health, safety, education, 
and welfare of the people; maintain a representative and orderly government; 
ensure domestic tranquility; provide for the common defense; and secure the 
blessings of freedom and justice to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this constitution. 
  
Maine 

We the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquility, provide 
for our mutual defense, promote our common welfare, and secure to ourselves 
and our posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording us an opportunity, so 
favorable to the design; and, imploring God's aid and direction in its 
accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves into a free and independent State, 
by the style and title of the State of Maine and do ordain and establish the 
following Constitution for the government of the same. 
 

 



Maryland 

We, the People of the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our civil 
and religious liberty, and taking into our serious consideration the best means of 
establishing a good Constitution in this State for the sure foundation and more 
permanent security thereof, declare: 
  
Massachusetts 

The end of the institution, maintenance, and administration of government, is to 
secure the existence of the body politic, to protect it, and to furnish the 
individuals who compose it with the power of enjoying in safety and tranquility 
their natural rights, and the blessings of life: and whenever these great objects 
are not obtained, the people have a right to alter the government, and to take 
measures necessary for their safety, prosperity and happiness. 
 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals: it is a social 
compact, by which the whole people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen 
with the whole people, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the common 
good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in framing a constitution of 
government, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as well as for an 
impartial interpretation, and a faithful execution of them; that every man may, at 
all times, find his security in them. 
  
We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, 
the goodness of the great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course 
of His providence, an opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, 
violence or surprise, of entering into an original, explicit, and solemn compact 
with each other; and of forming a new constitution of civil government, for 
ourselves and posterity; and devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a 
design, do agree upon, ordain and establish the following Declaration of Rights, 
and Frame of Government, as the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 
  
Michigan 

We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of freedom, and earnestly desiring to secure these blessings 
undiminished to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
constitution. 
  



Minnesota 

We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and 
religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
Mississippi 
We, the people of Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to Almighty God, 
and invoking his blessing on our work, do ordain and establish this constitution. 
  
Missouri 
We, the people of Missouri, with profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe, and grateful for His goodness, do establish this Constitution for the 
better government of the state. 
 

Montana 

We the people of Montana grateful to God for the quiet beauty of our state, the 
grandeur of our mountains, the vastness of our rolling plains, and desiring to 
improve the quality of life, equality of opportunity and to secure the blessings of 
liberty for this and future generations do ordain and establish this constitution. 
  
Nebraska 

We, the people, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, do ordain and 
establish the following declaration of rights and frame of government, as the 
Constitution of the State of Nebraska. 
  
Nevada 

We the people of the State of Nevada Grateful to Almighty God for our freedom 
in order to secure its blessings, insure domestic tranquility, and form a more 
perfect Government, do establish this Constitution. 
  
New Hampshire 

The New Hampshire Constitution does not have a preamble. 
  
New Jersey 

We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty God for the civil 
and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to 
Him for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and transmit the same 
unimpaired to succeeding generations, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 



  
New Mexico 

We, the people of New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of 
liberty, in order to secure the advantages of a state government, do ordain and 
establish this constitution. 
  
New York 

We The People of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our 
Freedom, in order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION. 
  
North Carolina 

We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the 
Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the 
existence of our civil, political and religious liberties, and acknowledging our 
dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our 
posterity, do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better government 
of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
North Dakota 

We, the people of North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty, do ordain and establish this constitution. 
  
Ohio 

We, the people of the State of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to 
secure its blessings and promote our common welfare, do establish this 
Constitution. 
  
Oklahoma 

Invoking the guidance of Almighty God, in order to secure and perpetuate the 
blessing of liberty; to secure just and rightful government; to promote our mutual 
welfare and happiness, we, the people of the State of Oklahoma, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution. 
  
Oregon 

We the people of the State of Oregon to the end that Justice be established, order 
maintained, and liberty perpetuated, do ordain this Constitution. 
  



Pennsylvania 

WE, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God 
for the blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking His guidance, 
do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
Rhode Island 

We, the people of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, grateful 
to Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted 
us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and 
to transmit the same, unimpaired, to succeeding generations, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution of government. 
  
South Carolina 

We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, grateful 
to God for our liberties, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
preservation and perpetuation of the same. 
  
South Dakota 

We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and 
religious liberties, in order to form a more perfect and independent government, 
establish justice, insure tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare and preserve to ourselves and to our posterity the blessings 
of liberty, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the state of South Dakota. 
  
Tennessee 

Whereas, The people of the territory of the United States south of the river Ohio, 
having the right of admission into the general government as a member state 
thereof, consistent with the Constitution of the United States, and the act of 
cession of the state of North Carolina, recognizing the ordinance for the 
government of the territory—of the United States northwest of the Ohio River, by 
their delegates and representatives in convention assembled, did on the sixth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, 
ordain and establish a Constitution, or form of government, and mutually agreed 
with each other to form themselves into a free and independent state by the 
name of the state of Tennessee, and,  
 

Whereas, The General Assembly of the said state of Tennessee, (pursuant to the 
third section of the tenth article of the Constitution,) by an act passed on the 



Twenty-seventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-three, entitled, “An Act” to provide for the calling of a 
convention, passed in obedience to the declared will of the voters of the state, as 
expressed at the general election of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three, did authorize and provide for the election by the 
people of delegates and representatives, to meet at Nashville, in Davidson 
County, on the third Monday in May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four, for the purpose of revising and amending, or changing, 
the Constitution, and said convention did accordingly meet and form a 
Constitution which was submitted to the people, and was ratified by them, on the 
first Friday in March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five, and,  
 

Whereas, The General Assembly of said state of Tennessee, under and in virtue of 
the first section of the first article of the Declaration of Rights, contained in and 
forming a part of the existing Constitution of the state, by an act passed on the 
fifteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-nine, did provide for the calling of a convention by the people of the 
state, to meet at Nashville, on the second Monday in January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and for the election of delegates 
for the purpose of amending or revising the present Constitution, or forming and 
making a new Constitution; and,  
 

Whereas, The people of the state, in the mode provided by said Act, have called 
said convention, and elected delegates to represent them therein; now 
therefore,  
 

We, the delegates and representatives of the people of the state of Tennessee, 
duly elected, and in convention assembled, in pursuance of said act of Assembly 
have ordained and established the following Constitution and form of 
government for this state, which we recommend to the people of Tennessee for 
their ratification: That is to say -- 
  
Texas 

Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the State of Texas, 
do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
  
 



Utah 

Grateful to Almighty God for life and liberty, we, the people of Utah, in order to 
secure and perpetuate the principles of free government, do ordain and establish 
this CONSTITUTION. 
  
Vermont 

The Vermont Constitution doesn't have a preamble. 
  
Virginia 

The Virginia Constitution doesn't have a preamble to the entire constitution, but 
does have a preamble to Article I: 
  
A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS made by the good people of Virginia in the exercise of 
their sovereign powers, which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the 
basis and foundation of government. 
  
Washington 

We, the people of the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe for our liberties, do ordain this constitution. 
  
West Virginia 

Since through Divine Providence, we enjoy the blessings of civil, political and 
religious liberty, we, the people of West Virginia, in and through the provisions of 
this Constitution, reaffirm our faith in and constant reliance upon God and seek 
diligently to promote, preserve and perpetuate good government in the state of 
West Virginia for the common welfare, freedom and security of ourselves and our 
posterity. 
  
Wisconsin 

We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order 
to secure its blessings, form a more perfect government, insure domestic 
tranquility and promote the general welfare, do establish this constitution. 
  
Wyoming 

We, the people of the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil, political and 
religious liberties, and desiring to secure them to ourselves and perpetuate them 
to our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution. (1) 

  



Puerto Rico 

We, the people of Puerto Rico, in order to organize ourselves politically on a base 
fully democratic, promote the general Welfare, and secure to ourselves and our 
posterity the complete enjoyment of human rights, placing our trust in Almighty 
God, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Free State Associate in the 
exercise of our natural rights, we now create within our union with the United 
States of America. 
 

In so doing, we declare: 
 

The democratic system is fundamental to the life of the Puerto Rican community; 
 

We understand that the democratic system that where the will of the people is 
the source of government, the political order is subordinate to the rights of man 
and the free participation of citizens in collective decisions is assured; 
 

We consider as determining factors in our life our citizenship of the United States 
of America and our aspiration continually to enrich our heritage democratic in the 
individual and collective enjoyment of its rights and privileges; the loyalty to the 
principles of the Federal Constitution; coexistence in Puerto Rico of two great 
cultures of the Western Hemisphere; the fervor for education; faith in the justice; 
devotion to the courageous, industrious and peaceful life; fidelity to the values 
the human being above social position, racial differences and interests economic; 
and hope for a better world based on these principles. (2) 
 
 

  
1. “Preambles to State Constitutions.” Ballotpedia. Accessed July 26, 2023. 
2. “Preamble, Puerto Rico Constitution.” Ballotpedia. Accessed July 26, 2023. 

 

 


